
 

 

COMMISSIONERS ROOM, HOLDREGE, NE 

        9:00 A.M. February 14, 2023 

 

The Phelps County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on February 14, 2023, as advertised, with 
Commissioners Tom Nutt; Barb Malm; Dennis Ostgren; Rick Streeter; Matt Gregg; Russ Cruise and Theresa 
Puls present. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Puls. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Theresa announced the open meeting law would be in effect and that a copy is posted on the wall. Cruise 
moved, seconded by Ostgren, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Roll call vote was Malm, yes; 
Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Ostgren, yes; Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes. Motion carried. 
 
Lori Larson, Director of the Holdrege Chamber met with the Board requesting use of the courthouse lawn, parking 
lot, electricity, sidewalks and bathrooms for Swedish Days, June 16 & 17, 2023. They will be having the kid’s 
games on the lawn.  After discussion Malm moved, seconded by Nutt, to approve Lori’s request and the hold 
harmless agreement.  Roll call vote was Malm, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Ostgren, yes; Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; 
Puls, yes. Motion carried. 
 
Lori discussed the Community for Kids Grant.  The Communities for Kids initiative was created in response to 
community requests for assistance with shortages of high-quality early care and education programs-shortages that 
both impact children’s optimal development and pose a challenge for communities hoping to attract and retain the 
viable workforces they need to thrive. Communities for Kids partners with public and private entities to support 
and coordinate planning for access to  high-quality care and education for all children birth through age five. 
These partnerships are customized to address each community’s unique assets and needs then each community 
can grow and prosper well into the future.  Lori told the Board they have received a Phelps County grant to help 
with this project.  
 
Mike Sission, representing Heartland Cruiser Car show, met with the Board requesting use of the courthouse 
sidewalk for Swedish Days on June 17, 2023.  They would like to place cars around the courthouse.  After 
discussion Streeter moved, seconded by Ostgren, to approve Mike’s request and hold harmless agreement.  Roll 
call vote was Malm, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Ostgren, yes; Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes. Motion carried. 
 
At 9:20 a.m. as advertised a public hearing was opened for the 1- & 6-Year Road Plan.  Hamilton reviewed his 1- 
& 6-year plan with the Board.  At 9:31 a.m. the public hearing was closed.  Cruise moved, seconded by Gregg, to 
approve resolution 23-2 the 1- & 6-year plan.  Roll call vote was Malm, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Ostgren, 
yes; Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes. Motion carried. 
 
Tye Marquardt, Clyde Lueking and Ashley Maloley, representing the Holdrege Airport Authority, met with the 
Board to discuss converting the airport from a municipal airport to either a city/county owned or county owned 
airport. Since this is a city airport only residents from Holdrege can be on the Airport Authority Board. The city 
budgets $40,000 to give to the airport yearly.  Tye was telling the Board they have several plans to improve the 
airport and build new hangers.  Tye also discussed the possibility of adding a tube under Brewster Road to help 
drain water from the airport.  Dennis told Tye to contact NRD or the City to see what they can do.  
 
Nutt moved, seconded by Streeter, to approve the monthly reports of the clerk of district court, sheriff and clerk.  
Roll call vote was Malm, yes; Streeter, yes; Gregg, yes; Ostgren, yes; Nutt, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes. Motion 
carried. 
 
The Board discussed the time capsule for the 150 years of Phelps County.  Tom told the Board the committee met 
and would like to put the time capsule on the courthouse lawn by the bronze statute. They have talked to Palmer 
Brothers about the granite head stone and to the Funeral Home to get a small vault.  The Board told Tom to go 



 

 

forward with the project. This will be paid through the inheritance fund. They want to complete this project by 
Swedish Days in June.  
 
Matt and Rick discussed meetings they attended.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:47 a.m. 
 
___________________________   _________________________________ 

 

Sally Fox, County Clerk Theresa Puls, Chairman Board of Commissioner 


