
 

 

COMMISSIONERS ROOM, HOLDREGE, NE 

        9:00 A.M. December 28, 2021 

 

The Phelps County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on December 28, 2021, as advertised, with 
Commissioners Dennis Ostgren; Russ Cruise; Matt Gregg; Rick Streeter; Theresa Puls and Tom Nutt present. 
Barb Malm was absent. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nutt. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. Tom announced the open meeting law would be in effect and that a copy is posted on the wall. 
Streeter moved, seconded by Gregg, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Roll call vote was Ostgren, 
yes; Puls, yes; Gregg, yes; Streeter yes, Cruise, yes; Nutt, yes. Malm absent.  Motion carried. 
 
Ostgren moved, seconded by Puls, to approve the December payroll claims in the amount of $226,989.49 for the 
general, $73,052.13 for the road and $2,310.27 for the weed fund. Roll call vote was Ostgren, yes; Puls, yes; 
Gregg, yes; Streeter, yes; Cruise, yes; Nutt, yes. Malm absent.  Motion carried. 
 
Bobby Hamilton, Highway Supt., met with the Board with his road report. Bobby reviewed the results of his study 
on vacating the minimum maintenance road on 728 Road between W Road and 20 Road.  He stated the 1 mile of 
road in question is a dirt/grass trail road, that provides access to farm ground between properties that starts at W 
Rd on the east end, then ends 1 mile east at 20 Rd. One landowner Nordon Woollen is currently in the process of 
installing a new electric line along our right of way to power oil wells and they would like access to set power 
poles on the right of way.  The road in question is maintained by the county and classified and signed minimum 
maintenance.  Bobby spoke to the landowner Shawn Woollen and he and his father own all the adjacent property 
along this mile and neither person had issues with the county vacating this right of way.  The neighbor Scott 
Strong has no problem with this road being vacated and Brian Anderson from SPPD has no objections with 
vacating this road.  The overall condition of the road presents a liability issue for Phelps County and presents 
added cost to the county to maintain the road.  Vacation of this road will divert public right -of-way back to 
private land thus returning this property back to the adjacent landowners and placing it back on the tax roll.  Upon 
completion of this study, Bobby’s recommendation is to vacate the road and relinquish the right-of-way back to 
the adjacent landowners. Cruise moved, seconded by Ostgren, to instruct Bobby to proceed on the closure of this 
road. Roll call vote was Ostgren, yes; Puls, yes; Gregg, yes; Streeter, yes; Cruise, yes; Nutt, yes. Malm absent.  
Motion carried. 
Bobby discussed the 1& 6 year plan and will have a public hearing February 22, 2022 at 9:15a.m. 
 
Streeter moved, seconded by Ostgren, to approve resolution 21-23 salaries for elected officials for term years 
2023-2026. Roll call vote was Ostgren, yes; Puls, yes; Gregg, no; Streeter, yes; Cruise, yes; Nutt, yes. Malm 
absent.  Motion carried. 
 
Under citizen comments, Jess Lammers spoke. 
 
The meeting adjourned sine die at 9:25 a.m. 
 
___________________________   _________________________________ 

 

Sally Fox, County Clerk Tom Nutt-Chairman Board of Commissioner 


