
 

 

COMMISSIONERS ROOM, HOLDREGE, NE 
9:00 A.M. October 6, 2020 
 

The Phelps County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on October 6, 2020 as advertised, with 
Commissioners Barb Malm; Dennis Ostgren; Matt Gregg; Russ Cruise; Theresa Puls; and Tom Nutt present. 
Rick Streeter was absent. The Meeting was called to order by Chairman Nutt. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. Tom announced the open meeting law would be in effect and that a copy is posted on the wall. Malm 
moved, seconded by Cruise, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Roll call vote was Malm, yes; 
Ostgren, yes; Gregg, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Nutt, yes. Streeter absent.  Motion carried. 
 
At 9:00 a.m. the Board went into session as a Board of Equalization with Sally Fox, County Clerk and Mike 
Henry, County Attorney present. Rick Streeter was absent. Gregg moved, seconded by Ostgren, to approve the 
levies for 2020-2021 as presented. Roll call vote was Malm, yes; Ostgren, yes; Gregg, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; 
Nutt, yes. Streeter absent.   Motion carried. 
 
The Board resumed regular session as a Board of Commissioners at 9:02 a.m. 
 
Melodie Marvin, County Assessor and Mike Henry discussed the mineral property appraisal contract between the 
County Assessor and Pritchard & Abbott, INC., for the tax years 2021 and 2022. They will be appraising mineral 
properties producing oil, gas, coal or other hydrocarbons located in Phelps County. The county will agree to pay 
Pritchard & Abbott Appraisal Firm $160 for the year 2021 and 2022 and pay the rate of $950 per day, per person, 
plus actual out-of-pocket expenses. After discussion Puls moved, seconded by Cruise, to accept the 2 year contract 
between Phelps County and Pritchard & Abbott, INC. Roll call vote was Malm, yes; Ostgren, yes; Gregg, yes; 
Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Nutt, yes. Streeter absent.  Motion carried. 
Melodie discussed the property appraisal agreement with Central Plains Valuation formerly Tax Valuation LLC. 
This contract will start on September 2020 and terminate June 30, 2022. The county will agree to pay $125 per 
day per man, based on actual hours worked by the contractor. After discussion Ostgren moved, seconded by 
Malm, to approve the contract between the Phelps County Assessor and Central Plains Valuation, LLC. Roll call 
vote was Malm, yes; Ostgren, yes; Gregg, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Nutt, yes. Streeter absent.   Motion carried. 
 
Bobby Hamilton, Highway Supt., met with the Board with his road report. He discussed the skid steer loader lease 
renewal with Landmark Implement on a 2020 333G loader. This is a 1 year lease in the amount of $4,500 per year 
up to 150 hours of use.  After discussion Gregg moved, seconded by Cruise to approve the lease renewal with 
Landmark Implement. Roll call vote was Malm, yes; Ostgren, yes; Gregg, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Nutt, yes. 
Streeter absent.   Motion carried.  The road dept. started their winter hours on Monday, October 5th and will be 
working from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
 
Cruise moved, seconded by Puls, to approve a vendor claim for October. Roll call vote was Malm, yes; Ostgren, 
yes; Gregg, yes; Streeter, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Nutt, yes.  Motion carried. This was an interfund transfer 
from general to building fund for $80,000. 
 
Malm moved, seconded by Ostgren, to approve the monthly reports of the clerk, sheriff and clerk of district court. 
Roll call vote was Malm, yes; Ostgren, yes; Gregg, yes; Cruise, yes; Puls, yes; Nutt, yes. Streeter absent.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Tana Fye and Jeremy Eschliman with Two Rivers met with the Board. Tana informed the Board she will be 
resigning from Two Rivers as soon as the Board appoints her replacement.  She will continue to be the attorney 
for Two Rivers. Jeremy gave an update on the COVID-19 cases in Phelps County.  
 



 

 

Theresa discussed a meeting she attended. 
 
Sally Fox presented the Board with the NIRMA dividend distribution check for $13,897. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:07 a.m. 
 
___________________________   _________________________________ 

 

Sally Fox, County Clerk Tom Nutt, Chairman Board of Commissioner 


